HOW TO APPLY FOR A PATENT

Your business success depends on an idea or invention. What should you do to protect that? Apply for a patent!

Follow these five easy steps to apply for a patent:

1. Lodge a patent application at the Patents Office.

Get a patent agent or a patent attorney to do it for you. 

Contact the Registrar of Patents of the South African Institute of Patent Agents at PO Box 41312, Craighall, Johannesburg 2000 for a list of registered agents.

2. Start by submitting a provisional specification.

The Patent's office can supply you with a form for a provisional specification. 

This should be completed as soon as possible.

Describe your invention clearly, giving more rather than less information about your invention. This will make it more difficult for a competitor to circumvent your patent.

You do not need to include a drawing.

You now have a year in which to submit your complete specification.

3. Submit your complete specification

The Patent's office can supply you with forms for this purpose.

Fill in two copies of the complete specification form.

Describe your invention clearly, giving more rather than less information about your invention.

Include as many drawings as you would deem necessary.

Provide a formal description of the invention in duplicate.

Get a patent attorney or a patent agent to sign your forms or let him/her do the application for you.

4. Lodging an appeal

Ask for an interview with the Registrar of Patents if you are unhappy with his/her decision.

Or, you can appeal to the Commissioner of Patents.

If you have exhausted both the above options, you have three months to appeal to your division of the Supreme Court.

If you are still unsatisfied, you have another three months to take your appeal to the Appellate Division.

5. Accepting the patent specification

The Registrar will inform you of the acceptance of your application following the appeal.

You now have three months to advertise in the Patent Journal that the patent specification had been accepted.

If you do not advertise, your patent grant will lapse.

You can obtain a Patent Journal from the Government Printer, Private Bag X85, Pretoria 0001 at a small fee.

Your patent is granted or sealed at the date of publication of acceptance of the complete specification in the Patent Journal.

